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Résumé : 
 
A mixed methods endeavor, this study explores the prevalence and ramifications of eviction in the lives of 

the urban poor.  A quantitative analysis of administrative and survey data finds that eviction is 

commonplace in inner-city black neighborhoods and that women from those neighborhoods are evicted at 

significantly higher rates than men.  A qualitative analysis of ethnographic data based on fieldwork among 

evicted tenants and their landlords reveals multiple mechanisms propelling this discrepancy. Just as 

incarceration has become typical in the lives of men from impoverished black neighborhoods, eviction has 

become typical in the lives of women from these neighborhoods.  Typical yet damaging: by exacerbating 

these women’s material hardship, increasing their rate of residential mobility, decreasing their chances of 

securing decent and affordable housing, and in many cases resulting in prolonged periods of homelessness, 

eviction contributes to their economic vulnerability. 
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