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The Helsinki Centre for Intellectual History invites
paper and panel proposals for its first international
conference, which will take place 14-15 December
2017. Papers and panels should address intellectual
history, broadly speaking, and relate to the general
conference theme of ‘inclusion and exclusion’.
While the theme of ‘inclusion and exclusion’ can be
approached from many different perspectives and
applied to many different topics, research in fields related to intellectual history has not prominently done so
thus far. The conference organisers want to highlight a few ways of how this might be done, but the conference
is also open to other suggestions:


Inclusion and exclusion in theorising on political representation. How has the lack of representation
due to gender, income or status been historically addressed? How has the fulfilment of citizenship
been treated in the history of political thought? How are conceptualisations of politics and forms of
government related to mechanisms of exclusion?



Inclusion and exclusion in the recognition of social, cultural, religious or ethnic difference and the
tradition of conceptualising tolerance. How have religious convictions and doctrines shaped the
intellectual history of mutual recognition and toleration? Does the recognition of different identities
and beliefs endorse or rather prevent the creation of cooperative and sociable societies?



Inclusive and exclusive mechanisms regarding the location of knowledge and intellectual life. How
do travel and communication between intellectuals and translation processes shape thinking in
different parts of the world? How can today’s attempts to move toward global intellectual history
shape and transform the practices and outputs of the field?



Inclusion and exclusion through trade politics, institutions, and regulatory mechanisms. How were
current international trade regimes shaped by forms of economic, fiscal, legal, and diplomatic
inclusion and exclusion? How did different institutional and legal regimes develop in their usage of
inclusion and exclusion mechanisms, thereby shaping trade patterns and political power relations?

Proposals for individual papers and panels of multiple papers are welcome at intellectual-history@helsinki.fi.
The deadline for submissions is 30 June. Notice of acceptance will be sent by 21 July. Paper presentations should
not exceed 20 minutes with 10 minutes reserved for questions and comments. Panels may include up to four
papers.
The conference is free of charge, but participants are expected to cover their travel and accommodation. We will
provide information on discounted hotel rates and a list of recommended hotels. Lunches and a conference
dinner will be provided for presenters.
The Helsinki Centre for Intellectual History has its own working paper series (‘Intellectual History Archive’)
through which papers may be circulated and published afterwards.

