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Issue-Linkages and Regime-Complexes   

International politics have been handled by a growing number of international regimes, in 
extended issue areas such as international economy, security, migration, or the 
environment. While these regimes were initially meant to address specific issues, their 
scope have been extended, creating what has been described as “regime complex”, “regime 
interplay”, or “overlapping regimes”.  As a consequence, human rights issues are discussed 
at the WTO, climate change at the IMF, and gender at the Security Council.  

The 2010 REPI Workshop will explore the causes and consequences of issue-linkages and 
regime-complexes. Can these phenomena be explained by strategic behaviours, such as 
bureaucratic entrepreneurship, forum shopping, or tactical linkages? Do regime-
complexes lead to adversarial, cooperative or competitive relations between 
intergovernmental organizations? How are normative and legal inconsistencies handled? 
Are normative changes a necessary condition to link two regimes? What is the role of 
discourses and rhetoric in this process? These questions, and more, will be addressed 
during the workshop.  

 

REPI Workshops format 

REPI Workshops have a unique format. As opposed to usual conferences, the number of 
participants is strictly limited, full papers are distributed long before the event, and 
authors speak only at the closure of discussions. More specifically, the 15-20 participants 
receive eight selected papers one month prior to the event, as the format necessitates 
reading them beforehand. At the workshop, a discussant kicks off each session by briefly 
introducing a paper. Then, the group discusses it for approximately one hour, providing an 
opportunity for an extensive and in depth discussion involving every participant. The last 
few words of each session are given to the author for a short response to comments and 
criticisms. We believe this format favors intellectual exchanges, critical thinking and 
constructive contributions. REPI Workshops are an opportunity to receive detailed 
feedback on ongoing research projects and an informal setting for scholars to exchange 
ideas and to get acquainted.  

 

Submission process  

To submit a proposal, send a one-page summary, a biographical notice, and full contact 
information by email at repi@ulb.ac.be before December 15 2009. Authors will be 
informed by the REPI workshops selection committee of its decision by January 12th 2010. 
Selected candidates are expected to send a complete version of their papers (between           
8 000 and 12 000 words) by April 5th 2010 at the latest. Authors who fail to send their 
paper on time will be removed from the program.  

 

 


