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In May 2001, the French Parliament unanimously voted a law recognizing slave trade
and slavery as “crime against humanity.” The Law required the government to install
a committee which would, after a wide consultation, propose a date for the national



day of the memories of slave trade, slavery and their abolition, and suggest actions in
the fields of education, research and culture to promote knowledge about slavery and
its contemporary legacies.

The Committee for the Memory of Slavery was officially installed in 2004 under the
presidency of Maryse Condé. In its first report to the Prime Minister in April 2005, the
committee suggested to choose May 10", date of the vote of the 2001 Law, as the
national day of the memories of slave trade, slavery and their abolition. It also
proposed to create a memorial and national center of resources in Paris, to organize
the training of teachers, to actively support research and to promote -cultural
programs on the theme of slavery.

In February 2006, the French government followed the Committee's suggestion and
made May 10™ the national day of the memories of slave trade, slavery and their
abolition. Each year, the government organizes the official ceremony in Paris. In
2007, a monument was inaugurated in the Jardin du Luxembourg. In 2009, the
mission of the Committee was renewed by the government. It took the name of
“Committee for the Memory and History of Slavery.”

For the tenth anniversary of the law in 2011, the Comité pour la mémoire et I'histoire
de I'esclavage (CPMHE, Committee for the Memory and History of Slavery) and the
musée du quai Branly (MQB) are co-organizing an international colloquium on the
methods, practices and discourses about slavery in museums.

Entitled “Exhibiting Slavery: Methods and Practices in the museum”, its aim is to
bring together scholars, curators, art historians and artists from France, Guadeloupe,
Martinique, La Reunion, Columbia, Togo, Brazil, United States, South Africa and
Great Britain to share their experience, confront concrete questions and problems
raised by the "exhibition" of slave trade and slavery and the long struggle for their
abolition.

In the last decades, historians have renewed our understanding of a “catastrophe”
that lasted centuries before it was outlawed, covered continents, affected the law, the
arts, philosophy, literature, music, techniques, food, beliefs... The cartography of the
world was deeply transformed.

The legacies of slavery are complex and multiple: experience of exile and
deportation, despair and resistance, creation of new cultures, beliefs, cultures,
knowledge (witness Creole cultures). Slaves contributed to the extension of
democracy and human rights with their relentless struggle against bondage and for
freedom. The antislavery movement was among the first transcontinental movements
for human rights.

The museum, a site of exhibition, of exchanges, a site where citizenship is debated
and expanded, is obviously interested by these transformations.

The exhibition of slave trade, slavery and their abolition raises numerous questions.
Why and how should the slave “enter the museum”? What shall we show and how?
How to show torture, punishment, exile, loss, resistance, the fabrication of assent,



complicity, creativity and the contemporary traces of this long history? When and
where should we start?

The participants to the colloquium will start with these questions before moving to
share concrete experiences in museums, sites of memory or by artists.

The objective of the colloquium is to enrich the debate on “the enslaved in the
museum” by confronting concrete experience, analyzing the controversies that
emerged and the solutions that were imagined.

The colloquium is organized in roundtables. Each roundtable will be introduced by a
synthetic résumé of the theme, followed by the contribution of the speakers and a
discussion with the public. A general synthesis and a general debate will close the
colloquium whose proceedings will be published.



MAY 11, 2011

9:15
Coffee and registration

9:30-10:00

Opening

Stéphane MARTIN, president musée du quai Branly

H.E. the Ambassador Sonia SARMIENTO, Permanent Delegate of Colombia to the
UNESCO

Daniel MAXIMIN, director of 2011 année des outre-mer

Francoise VERGES, political scientist, president Comité pour la mémoire et I'histoire
de I'esclavage - CMPHE

10:00 — 10h45

Inaugural conference

Doudou DIENE , founder of the UNESCO program « The Slave Route», United
Nations Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism (2002—2008)

10:45-13h00
Transdisciplinary approaches

Why should slavery enter the museum? Shall we create special museums of slavery
or shall we seek to introduce this history in existing museums? Must we look at
slavery in all its forms (debt, sexual bondage, economic slavery...) and throughout
the history of humankind (Antiquity, modern, contemporary...) or must we focus on a
period and its territory (colonial slavery and its legacies)? What should be the main
principles of the exhibition of slavery? Who should be its publics? What connections
must be made with contemporary forms of bondage? What distinctions must be
made between bondage, forced labor and brutal exploitation?

Presentation and moderator: Francoise VERGES

Speakers:
Ibrahima TIOUB, professor-researcher at the History Dept. UCAD, Senegal

Okwui ENWEZOR, historian, curator, USA

Carlos A. CELIUS, researcher in History and Art History - CELAT, University of
Laval, Quebec and CIRESC, EHESS-CNRS, Paris

Achille MBEMBE, historian, philosopher - Witwatersrand University, Johannesburg,
South Africa.

Carpanin MARIMOUTOU, writer, poet, professor of Literature — Université de la
Réunion

Roger TOUMSON, writer, Guadeloupe



13:00- 14:30
Lunch

15:00-18:30
Practices, Methods, Discourses of Exhibition- Session |

Each speaker is invited to present the concrete experiences of the exhibition of
slavery in the institution. What have been the difficulties, the controversies, and the
answers that have been conceived? Was the public surprised, offended, moved?
How have you shown capture, punishment, torture, fear, anger, despair? How are
shown the intangible elements of culture born of slave’s societies— music, food,
poetry...? How is resistance visualized? How are the traces, fragments, echoes of
the slaves’ lives translated? How the complex legacies are shown?

Presentation: Christine CHIVALLON, anthropologist at the Centre d’étude d’Afrique
Noire - CEAN-CNRS, France

Moderator: Ayokoh MENSAH, Chief Editor at Afriscope and editor of the dance
section at Africultures, France

Speakers:
Marcus WOOD, Art historian, Sussex University, UK

Stephen Carl-Lokko - ISM Collections Development Officer at the International
Slavery Museum, Liverpool, UK

Fred WILSON, artist, NY, USA

Claire TANCONS, curator, researcher, curator at the Contemporary Arts Center,
New Orleans, USA

Marie Hélene JOLY, director musée des Ducs de Bretagne, Nantes, France
Francois HUBERT, director of the Musée d’Aquitaine, France



MAY 12

9:30 - 13:00
Practices, Methods, Discourses of Exhibition- Session II
The same questions as in the preceding roundtable will be discussed.

Presentation: Olivier SULTAN, director - musée des arts derniers, Paris, France
Moderator: Dominigue MALAQUALIS, art historian and political scientist, researcher
at the Centres d’études des Mondes Africains —-CEMAf/CNRS, France

Speakers:
Milton GURAN, anthropologist, photographer, Brazil

Mauricio TOVAR, director of the publics at the National Archives in Bogota,
Colombia

Diana ACOSTA MIRANDA, secretary of Culture, Patrimony and Tourism,
Baranquilla, director of the Carnaval Baranquilla and Palenque, Colombia

John FRANKLIN, director of partnerships and international programs, National
Museum of African American History and Culture, Smithsonian Institution, USA
Tété WILSON BAHUN, president of the association for the protection of African
cultural patrimony - ACOFIN, Togo, Benin

Jacky DAHOMAY, philosopher, professor at the Lycée de Bainbridge, Guadeloupe
Anna SEIDERER, researcher at the research center Créart-Phi, University of Paris
X-Nanterre, France, scientific collaborator at the Musée Royal d’Afrique centrale

14:30 -15:30
Practices in French Overseas Territories

Moderator: Francois DURPAIRE, historian, writer, member of the CMPHE, France

Dominique TAFFIN, director of the Archives départementales de la Martinique
Matthieu DUSSAUGE, directoro of the Musée Schoelcher, Pointe a Pitre,
Guadaloupe

Marie-Paule JEAN-LOUIS, director of the Maison des Cultures Guyanaises, Guyana

16h00-19h00: presentation of books and objects of the collections on slavery at the
musée du quai Branly at the salon de lecture Jacques Kerchache — please, reserve
by mail to : Anna Gianotti Laban, coordinator of scientific events and education
- anna.laban@quaibranly.fr



mailto:anna.laban@quaibranly.fr

MAY 13

9:30- 13:30
Creation/Mediation. Artists and researchers presenting their work

Moderator: Bernard MULLER, anthropologist, EHESS, France

Speakers:
Claudia NAVAS COURBON, artist, Colombia / Paris, France

Barthélémy TOGUO, artist, Cameroun / Paris, France

Romuald HAZOUME, artist, Benin

William Adjete WILSON, artist, “L’Océan noir”, France-Togo-Benin
Shuck One, artist, Paris/Guadeloupe

Jack BENG THI, artist, La Réunion

Jacques SCHWARZ-BART, musician, Guadeloupe/New York

13:30-15:00
Lunch

15:00-15:45
General Synthesis
Bogumil JEWSIEWICKI, professor at the University of Laval, Canada

15:45-16:45
Open discussion with the public

16:45-17h00
Screening of a short movie on Edouard Glissant

17:00-17:30

Conclusion

Frédéric MITTERAND, minister of Culture and Communication

Marie-Luce PENCHARD, minister in charge of the Outre-mer

Christiane TAUBIRA - rapporteur of the May 21 2001 law

Maryse CONDE, writer, former president of the Committee for the Memory of Slavery
(2004-2008)



