
   
 

 

 

When we speak of cities, the attention of researchers, the media, and institutions is 

traditionally focused on large metropoles. Yet in reality, half the urban population of the world lives 

in hundreds of small and medium-sized cities (Moriconi-Ebrard, 1994). 

 These agglomerations play a key role in urban growth. They have heterogeneous dynamics 

and profiles that diverge from what is observed in metro cities. Therefore, studies of the base of the 

urban hierarchy enrich and deepen the urban concept as a whole.   

 Defining these agglomerations also requires the testing of categories of space which go 

beyond a simple, and increasingly problematic, urban-rural dichotomy. What criteria should define 

the threshold between these spaces? Can we speak of an “in-between” territory? In terms of 

process, small cities highlight the different stages of urban growth: genesis, development, 

mutation, and regression. 

 In the context of fieldwork, researchers’ observations are faced with the arbitrary official 

definition of urban areas, which differ from one country to the next. This contributes to the 

fuzziness of objective boundaries between “small towns” and villages. The change of the status of 

small agglomerations can lead to modifications in fiscal, environmental and urban rules. Access to 

urban status is a major issue for the development of a locality and territory (Giraut, 2005). What is 

the impact of urban policies on such towns? Is it enough to proclaim that a locality is “urban”? Are 

there specific governance issues that come with the small and medium town? Are these issues at the 

basis of original proposals concerning country planning? 

 In a global marketplace, where agglomeration economies are prioritized, metro cities seem 

to be the only competitive spaces. In reality however, small towns are often spaces of innovation 

capable of taking their own place in wider global networks (Bairoch, 1984). What are the major 

assets of such towns compared with larger metro cities? How do they face the major spatial issues of 

a society: mobility, land access and competition, exploitation of local resources, procurement, and 

environmental protection? These issues are dependent on forms of spatial organisation, which are 

themselves the result of intense processes of concentration and dispersion. Do clusters, urban 

corridors and dispersed settlements represent specific organisational types of such intermediary, “in-

between” spaces? 



   
 

 

Themes 

 Comparative approach: India, Europe, 

Africa, Latin America… 

 Small towns, networks and mobility 

 Small town and land issues 

 Urban systems and hierarchies 

 Emerging towns: genesis and history 

 Role of politics, role of spontaneous 

urbanisation 

 Small town economy 

 Small towns and hierarchies 

 Small towns and sustainable 

development 

Audience 

 Public: researchers, professors, students 

 Fields: geography, demography, history, spatial economy, sociology, anthropology, law, 

regional planning, urbanism 

 Meeting between researchers and stakeholders 

(international institutions, development agencies, firms) 

Highlights 
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Call for papers 

 Proposals for papers and posters should include the following: 
-Title of the paper 
-Abstract (between 500 and 800 words) 
-Name and details of the author(s) 

 Proposals should be submitted on the conference website: 
http://fronturb2013.sciencesconf.org/submission/submit  

Agenda 

 Final date for abstract submission: 11th October 2013 

 Paper confirmation: 15th November 2013 

 Final date for sending full paper: 20th December 2013 
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