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Racialisation and othering in the context of mobilities: 
a focus on the Globalized South 

Special Issue edited by Julien Debonneville (University of Geneva, Switzerland), Asuncion 
Fresnoza-Flot (Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium) and Gwenola Ricordeau 

(California State University, Chico, United States) 

The making of otherness and racialized identities in transnational mobilities has been mainly 
addressed from the perspective of South-North migrations, or between “peripheries” and 
“centers”, but not sufficiently in the context of mobilities in the Globalized South. Many studies 
on racialization have been carried out at various scales (from local to global) during different 
periods (e.g. Gilroy 1993; Balibar and Wallerstein 1998; Grosfoguel 2004), revealing not only 
the complexity of these processes of racialization (and ethnicisation) (Fanon 1952; Barth 1969; 
Wimmer 2013; Amselle and M'Bokolo 1999), but also their overlapping with other processes of 
categorization and power relations linked to gender, social class and ethnic-national belonging 
(e.g. Crenshaw 1991; Guillaumin 1992; Dorlin 2009; Falquet et al. 2010). Based on a critical 
race theory perspective (Essed and Goldberg 2001; Delgado and Stefancic 2017), this special 
issue proposes to understand the multiple transnational circulations of the processes of othering 
and racialization in postcolonial contexts by shifting the gaze through the category “Globalized 
South”. 

By “Globalized South”, we refer to a set of geopolitical areas - interconnected through 
colonial histories and/or economic and social structural transformations. We prefer this category 
over others (like “Developing countries” or “Southern countries”) because it points out the 
dynamics and reconfigurations structuring the relations of domination at the global scale. By 
adopting this category, we accentuate the social processes that (re)produce the power relations 
in contemporary societies. 

In general, this special issue intends to gather papers that focus on the making of racialized 
identity and otherness in the context of mobilities in the globalized South. There are therefore 
three main objectives guiding it: to understand how such processes affect the lives of migrants 
and their families including their agency and strategies of resistance (Mahmmod 2009; Spivak 
1988); to analyze the dynamics of mobilities in view of the multiple forms of othering; and 
finally to grasp, through the prism of the experiences and practices of transnational mobilities of 
actors in the societies of origin and destination, how racialization empirically operates. To attain 
these objectives, it will bring together empirical and theoretical papers from various fields of 
social sciences (sociology, anthropology, political science, geography, gender studies, critical 
race studies, area studies, etc.). These articles should be related to one or more of the following 
axes: 

1. Mobilities and racialisation in the Globalized South: How do the processes of racialization
circulate and operate in the Global South? How do migrants interpret and negotiate the racial
categories in their countries of origin and destination during their migration trajectory?

2. Intersectionality and processes of othering in the context of mobility: How do we think of
racialization and power relations (linked to gender, social class, age, etc.) in the case of
mobilities in the globalized South?
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3. Reappropriation of otherness, “strategic essentialism” and agency: How do migrants
develop practices of reappropriation and (re)valorization of racial categories to produce certain 
forms of agency? How can the experience of mobility/ies be translated into forms of 
(re)valorization and subversions of racial categories (on national or ethnic bases) in the 
globalized South?

By doing so, this special issue will point out how the forms of othering and racialized 
identities are produced and circulating in the globalized South. In this sense, it is inscribed in 
the debates on globalization, mobilities and the making of racialized identities in social 
sciences.  

Articles submissions in French or in British English (a title and a 300-word abstract) are 
to be sent to the Journal Secretariat (civilisations@ulb.ac.be) by 15 October 2018 and to 
the Guest Editors of this Special Issue: Julien Debonneville, Asuncion Fresnoza-Flot and 
Gwenola Ricordeau (Julien.Debonneville@unige.ch). 

Civilizations is a peer-reviewed journal of anthropology. Published continuously since 1951, it 
features articles in French and English in the various fields of anthropology, without regional or 
time limitations. Revived in 2002 with a new editorial board and a new subtitle (Revue 
internationale d'anthropologie et de sciences humaines), Civilisations particularly encourage 
the submission of articles where the approaches of anthropology meet those of other social 
sciences, revealing the processes of society making. 

For more information, see https://journals.openedition.org/civilisations/ 
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